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Test for an Editor 


For nearly half a century, the august 
‘—and sometimes impenctrable—quarterly 
Foreign Affairs has functioned as a pri- 
mary source on, international relations. 
Along with. the work of distinguished 
scholars, it has published the pronounce- 
ments of statesmen ranging from Leon 
Trotsky to Dean Acheson. And as befits 
the voice of New York’s prestigious, 
1,500-member ‘Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions, Foreign Affairs has avoided parti- 
san bickering, preferring to serve as an 
impartial forum for divergent views, 

In recent weeks, however, this lofty 
detachment has been shaken by a most 
unlikely turn of events: some of the 
members of the Council on Foreign Ro- 
lations have challenged the selection of 
former Assistant Secretary of State Wil- 
liam P. Bundy, 53, to become editor of 
Foreign Affairs in October 1972 when 
78-year-old Hamilton Fish Armstrong, 


Pentagon papers underscored Bundy’s 
role in planning U.S. policies in Vietnam, 
the dissenters pressed their case. 

This time, they drew blood.’In an 
unprecedented memorandum mailed to 
the full council membership last month, 


David Rockefeller, chairman of the coun-. 
cil board, felt obliged to declare that the. 


directors had “reaffirmed with  confi- 
dence” their decision to appoint Bundy. 
But even this did not quell the dissi- 


‘dents. Undeterred, Falk last week sent 


his own ficry, four-page etter to the 
council membership, 
group’s opposition to Bundy and calling 
for “an open discussion within the coun- 
cil of the issues raised by our position.” 


Both Barnet and Falk hold that, if the. 


board. were choosing an editor today, it 
would act differently. And, in fact, at 
Icast one prominent board member con- 
curs. “We would not be so likely to choose 
Bundy now,” he says glunily. 


That, however, is not the majority . 
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' Affairs. “I intend to do the best job that 


I can,” he says, “and I do not question 
the good faith of those who oppose me. 
In the end, people will judge me for 
what I am.” 


™ 


FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS 


"AN AMERICAN QVARTERLY REVIEW 


cad a 
aS 


UVLY 
i97t 


¥ 


corer mR SEER EE 


VO 49 NO-4 


Bundy: An old story 


ses niet phases, 


one of the magazine’s founders and its 
mentor for 49 years, is due to retire. And 
so savage has that opposition become 
that it now constitutes a direct challenge 
* to the Jeadership of the Council on For- 
eign Relations--and thus to the foreign- 
policy I’stablishment of the U.S. 

Ilegal: According to Richard Falk, 
professor of international Jaw ‘at Prince- 


ton and a leader of the dissidents, Bundy. 


is disqualified for the Foreign Affairs post 
by his record as Assistant Secretary of 
State for Hast Asian and Pacific Affairs 
from 1964 to 1969. As Falk sees it, 
Bundy participated in “planning and 
executing illegal and criminal war _poli- 
cies in Indochina,” and to “reward” him 
with the Foreign Affairs job would “di- 
rectly contradict the entire Nuremberg 
tradition.” Accordingly, following the an- 
nouncement of Bundy’s selection by the 


directors of the Council on Foreign Rela- . 


tions last March, Falk and three other 
‘council members~Richard Barnet, co- 
director of the Institute for Political Stud- 
ics in Washington; Richard Ullman, as- 
-sociate dean of the Woodrow Wilson 
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view. Most officers of the council and 
such illustrious members as former Un- 
der Secretary of State George Ball have 
risen to Bundy’s defense. “Bill Bundy,” 
says Ball, who was the Johnson Admin- 
istration’s leading dove on Vietnam, “is a 
man of intellect, perception, experience, 
fair-mindedness and character,” With 
customary waspishness, Ilarvard’s John 


Kenneth Galbraith gibes that Foreign. 


Affairs is “already so unreadable I don’t 
see how Bill Bundy can do it any dam- 


age.” Galbraith continues, however: “I 
-disagrecd with [Bundy] when it was 


necessary to disagree with him. But J am 


revolted by the idea of trying to deny. 


somebody a job.” 

Many observers, indeed, view the at- 
tack on Bundy as a‘kind of “McCarthy- 
ism of the left”~part of the continuing 
vendetta being waged by liberal mom- 
bers of the intellectual community 


against those who helped shape Vietnam , 


policy during the Kennedy and Johnson 


years. Bundy, who notes that he was: 
once, in fact, attacked by McCarthy, - 


says ironically: “I’ve been here before.” 
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their opposition to the board. And three 


months later, when publication of the -Bundy still plans to take over Foreign: 


a book on U.S. policy in the Far Fast, 
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